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Local inventor premieres new product

By PAM GIBBENS
-I'.'Ib.u-n'rr KBeparter

Afier being laid off from
Enron, Eric n had time 1o s
back, relax and watch the grass

grow.

Instead, Eden rthﬁ.l“ dth.:
T‘hmlty o wo ~thimse
an his isvention that helps grass
Erow.

Eden’s imvention is a sprin-
kler station called “Watering
Made Easy.”

The dewice is cumently sold
al Lowe's im Hiu;nlmns and

Cain’s Ace Hardware in
ALascOCila,

In mddition, Whateri M nide
([Easy should be available by

June in sebect Wal-Mart siores
smarroumding Howston.
| Eden recently teamed with
Handy Hardware, o wholesale
gm-ﬂln_-.-. te gnim access (o
Ace Hardware stores im
nine states.
" Eden explained that the iden
rminaled because of his own
stration with alder models of

sprinklers.
“l was tired of struggling
with them,” said Eden. a

Kingwood resident. “I'm =

cheap sprinkler guy. 1°d allw
ﬁ'ﬁt a pile of -cﬁuil lp'inkl:lrss

two or three a year.”
In his “backyard h%," Eden
began experimenting on varkoas

methods off watering a lawn,
The man with a .
back ndl in computer graph-

ics, designed the basic model in

1998 and constructed the first

mkl:r with  parts purchased
Liowe's

After his job with Enron was
termanaicd in 2001, Eden began
working on the svailem.

“The reaction gol from peo-
ple wie awesome, Eden said.
'Fﬂl& lold me to keep going.”

th the grassros :!Fun of
his friends and Family, Eden
began building the sprin sl

i in his g 1
“We'd have sprimkler par-
Bes.” Eden saml. * d built 75

to |00} sprinklers ower the course
off w0 months.”

Eden’s wife Sharom works
from a homse affice i help mar-

Eric Eden and his new sprinkler station called “Watering Made
Easy.™ Pholo by Pam Gibbans o

ket the innovative new sprinkler.

The couple's daughers. six-
year-oll Balee and two-year-
old Cassie, are inerested in
sales, acconding to their dad,

Many of the sprinklers sokd
b}r word ol mouth. Oihers were
sold om eBay,

On  April 8, X002, the
Wakerim nde BEasy com Ay
was i.'ll'lall[“iiliy formed. an:n':
sprinkler buasiness hegan o
bloom,

Eden introduced his product
b various markets. After a soc-
cessful eriml market, interest in

his invemiion was expressed by
sevieral comporate chains

Simce then. the business has
relocated from the garmge o &
manufaciuring company  in
Swalford called  Fabriplas:
Assembly, packaging and ship
ping are handled by o Hoasion

mrﬁnny

¢ design fealures a sprin-
kler head, which pops up out of
the ground when sctivaicd. a
“guick comnect” hose conmec
ton and a protective plastic
shell

Acconding 10 instroctions,
the apparsius s casily installed
by burving it the grownd in s
hale large enoiagh 1o fin bath (ke
hesd and the connecior.

After the sprinkler i=
m=ialled, grass soon begins 1o
Flmlk Because 1he device is

ush with the proond. mowers
glide over the top unimpeded

Consumers can chooie
hetween three different models;
the origimal sprinkler siation
ithat gprays a 33 foot radius, a
sprinkler station “jumior” thar
mists & 15 fool radias and the
sprinkber station sguared whach
wiljusts 1o magl o smaller ores,

Eden's enthusiasm |5 second
only o hiz ambition o succeed

“I'll revolutionize  lawn
watering.,” Bden said confident-
ly. “We see the future asd
poiential. 1 am having the time
of my life!”

He added that workimg for
Erron fior eight years taught him
"“"'F lessoms.

“1 lenmed so0 much,”™ he said.
“The major lesson | learned was
to keep people happy you have
o keep them motvated, That"s
what Ben Lay did. | felt empow
ered because of him.”

For more information about
the sprinkler system, contac
Eden at 832-527-4005 or visit

his Web site ot wateriug-
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