Watering Made Easy

featured in

of the

Tuesday, May 11, 2004

Contact:

Watering Made Easy
WateringMadeEasy.com

832-527-4005

From Enron to sprinklers: Former designer turns inventor

BY T MASH

One word i all thats needed o
txplain why Eric Eden suddenly
foumd himself with a lor of free dme
an his hands — Enron

Unul 2001, Eden
Enron, a5 o designer/draftsman mak-

worked  for
ing good moncy and, thankfully,
pustingt soime away: He had pur i
eipht years wirth the Houoston-hasad
giant. Then the company imploded n
a wave of greed, accommting scandals,
and corporate tomfoolery, Eden
never saw the end coming, but he was
prepared, nonctheless, He had saved
somie money and in the back of his
mind — a5 well as his desk drawer
he had an idea.
Eden called

spoinkler poy, saying he would buy

himself a cheap
two of three a péar and always had a
bunch of dead ones hanging arooned
his garage. He was rired of mesing
around with whae in essence were
disposable sprinkiers

“1 was going.  to
underground sprinkler sysiem in my
yard, and one day | was ar Lowe's
looling ar them,” sid the 35-year

pur  an

old Houston resident. “It just came 1o
me, | barred it around a brele bir, and
shovwed it 1o some of the people 1
work with, But | didn't do anything
with it."When I lost my job, instead
of hmiclng for another sob | decided
to make 3 go ak it with my invention.
The reaction | gor from people was
awesome. Evervone sold me o kr;|:|'|-
poing.”

His invention @ called Warering
Made Easy, and he is exhibiting it in
the MNew Peoducts World, In his firsz

Walering Made Easy s compromise betwesn the
systam. Made of plastic and buried in the ground at

L

thie sprinkler head is bured &t ground fevel, it & ncd at risk from the: lewn mower.

rwa months ar his new job, Eden
made 75 1o 100 sprinklers with the
help of fnends he mvived over for
“uprinkler parties.” His wife, Sharon,
works froom home, where they have
two children, o help marker the
progiuct,

Muost of his early sales were by
wirrd of mouth or on ehay, bat Eden

Huandy
wholesale

recently  teamed  with
Texas
company, @ open the door for
Witering Made Easy to be carried in
1,200 Ace Hardware soores i pine
staces. His  product will be in
Huouston-area  Wal-Mart stores by
Jume,

*Basically, people will pay $2-
3000 o poroin an underground
sprinkler system, or they will pur a
sprinkler on top of their lawn," said
Eden. “This. product 5 an
intermediate point because you bury
it in the ground, but you still connecs
the hose to it wich a quick connector

Hardware, a

You drag the hose out and connecr i,
and you can put it on a tmer so it
shurs off by iself.

“Using our sprinkler removes the
tedious, repetitive task of placing and
aiming it, and it greatly reducing the
time and effort you put into watering
your lawn., And owr product is
permanent, so for the same cose as
the lawn sprinklers you prohahly
purchase every vear

“In o nueshell, you are nor clown-
ing ‘around moving the sprinkier
around the vard,™ he explained,

The sprinkler heads cost abour $40
each and full-laiwn coverage will ron
you roughly 200, It comes in three
styles. Original Sprinkler Sation
covers 70 feer in diameter. Sprinkler
Station [r covers 30 feet in digmeter
and the Sprinkler Station Squared
coversa 9 x L8 L. 4x 15 frord x
30 H. rectangle.

Eden also sells replacement covers,
shut-off timers, a variety of hose

ar ol spankler that sttaches to a hoss and an expensive underground sprinkier
n level, Wiatering Made Easy | hooked up to a hose with 8 cannector, Becausa

conmectors, 4 winterizer kit, a fascet
Y-splirter, a five-hose brass manifold
with shuc-off valves, o four-patrern
nozzle and a ninc-paern noele,

Eden is at the Nanonal Hardware
Show trying to expand his sprinkler's
reach past the nine staes in which i
is currently available. He says he i
planning eo meet with Lowes and
connnue dscussions wirth Wal-Mart,

“Lwant 1o get with the nacional big
box ‘movers,” he sald. “I'm tocusing
on signing up distributorships. I'm in
ning stares now, and T wane to ger
hooked op with the rest of the
countiy,”

As for Enron, Eden is not bicter, He
says he learned a grear deal working
there, and the knowledge he gained s
helping him 93 an entreprencur. He
does hope, however, that Jeffrey
Skilling, Enron’s scandal ridden ex-
CEQ, has o move to a sew house
without an underground sprinkler
SVSIEML



